
ATTENTION: Please do NOT memorise the text notes. You should use them as a 
guideline. It is important that you understand every slide because you should give 
your presentation in your OWN words. If you do not understand something, please ask 
the academy team or an adult (parents, teacher).

More than one presenter: 

Hello, our names are________ and_________. We received our training at the academy 
in________and__________. 

We are delighted to have the opportunity to tell you about the climate crisis and Plant‐
for‐the‐Planet, and to train you as Climate Justice Ambassadors at this academy!

A single presenter:

Hello, my name is ____________ and I am ____ years old. I am from ____________ and 
have been involved with Plant‐for‐the‐Planet for _______ months/years . I received my 
training at the academy in __________.

I participate in Plant‐for‐the‐Planet because______________(e.g. I think it is important 
that we children get involved in our future and do not rely on adults to do it alone).

I am delighted to have the opportunity to tell you about our project and to train you as 
Climate Justice Ambassadors at this academy!
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We are two /I am one of 21,000 (Attention: please check the number on our 
website) ambassadors for Plant-for-the-Planet. 

We are/I am part of a worldwide community of committed children, who plant 
trees as a symbol for climate justice.   

2



In the past, we children thought it was about saving the polar bears. But the polar 
bear is only one of the first victims of the climate crisis.
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In reality, the climate crisis is about the future of humans. Humans are under the 
same threat as the polar bear. 

You can see that on this sticker, which has polar bears holding signs saying 
“Save the Human.“
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We can already see consequences of the climate crisis. For example, in this 
photo, which shows the rising tides and floods in Bangladesh...
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Or in this photo, which shows evidence of extreme drought in China.
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Everywhere in the world people suffer from extreme climate conditions. It is so 
dry in many areas that the forests are beginning to burn. Here you can see fires 
in Russia.
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In many countries around the world, drinking water is scarce and polluted. This 
boy is not looking at his reflection – he is drinking!
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The world can be viewed in many different ways. 

Here you see a map of the world. The more area a country has, the larger it is on 
this map. 
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Here you see the same map, but only this time, it is a bit distorted. The largest 
countries are those with the highest population. For example, Asia is much bigger 
and North America is smaller. 

In total, 7 billion people live on earth today.

Only 1,2 billion people live in the „Rich North.“  
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On this map, the largest countries are those in which the most motor vehicles are 
driven.
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This map shows you where in the world people have to survive on very little 
money. 1 dollar is about as much worth as 1 euro.

On this map, Africa and Asia are enormous. This means that these two regions 
have a very high number of people living on less than a dollar per day. 

As a matter of fact, half of the world‘s population survives on less than 2 euros 
per day. Can you believe that? Every second child lives on less than 2 euros per 
day.
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Here the countries are shown according to CO2 emissions.

You see that North America and Europe are very large. Africa and South America, 
on the other hand, are harder to see. This means that North America produces a 
lot of CO2, and Africa and South America, by comparison, produce very little.
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Here you can see all four maps next to each other.  
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We just saw a distorted map of the worldwide CO2- emissions, but what exactly is 
CO2? (Ask directly to the audience)

Carbon dioxide, also known as CO2 , is a greenhouse gas and a component of the 
earth‘s atmosphere. It is invisible and everywhere. We can neither smell, taste 
nor see it. It is in the air around us. 

There are other greenhouse gases besides CO2: methane, laughing gas (nitrous 
oxide), fluorinated hydrocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride (these gases, in 
addition to CO2, are recognised by the Kyoto Protocol).
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Trees help us convert CO2 into oxygen. Trees absorb sunlight, CO2 and water. 
With the help of sunlight, leaves convert CO2 into sugar and oxygen. The sugar is 
later converted into carbohydrates. Humans need oxygen to breath. 

This cycle is called photosynthesis. 

The trees also help cool their surroundings and provide a habitat for many types 
of plants and animals.

For us, trees are the symbol for climate justice. 
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There are basically two different ways in which CO2 can be formed or released. 

CO2 can form naturally, for example through volcanic eruptions, forest fires and 
decaying biomass in a compost pile. 

However, on the other hand, a considerably larger part of CO2 emissions is 
caused by us humans. We produce greenhouse gases every day with almost 
everything we make and do: when the things we buy are produced, when we 
travel by motor vehicle, heat our home or use electrical devices. CO2 is produced 
in agriculture, the traffic and industries, and through the burning of oil.

When we exhale, we put CO2 into the atmosphere. This is a natural process, 
therefore it is regarded as a natural source of CO2. 
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In this diagram, you can see how much CO2 is produced. The  lowest CO2--
producer is on the far left and the highest CO2-producer on the far right.  

We exhale 0.7 kg of CO2 per day. 

CO2 is also produced when we send emails and when we make telephone calls 
because the servers and telephone network operators need electricity, too. 

The production and transportation of a single t-shirt emits CO2. 

The production of a 100g beef steak involves the cultivation and harvesting of 
crops, intensive livestock farming and the transportation and storage of meat. 
This process produces a lot of CO2.

The most greenhouse gases are emitted when we travel by plane. Traveling by 
train, bicycle or on foot (e.g. hiking) are good alternatives. 
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In this diagram, you see how much CO2 is emitted when you travel with a friend 
from Berlin to Paris.

The least amount of CO2 is produced when traveling by train: 29 kg of CO2 per 
trip.

If you drive from Berlin to Paris by car, you produce 3 times as much CO2 (87kg) 
compared to a train ride (29kg).

The most CO2 is produced when you go by plane from Berlin to Paris: 121 kg 
CO2. 

Guess how many tons of CO2 we humans produce each year?  One North 
American citizen? Any ideas? (ask the audience)   
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A North American citizen produces 20 tons of CO2 every year. 

A European citizen produces a little bit less and is at 10 tons.

A Chinese citizen produces 6 tons of CO2  per year.

An African citizen produces only about a half ton of CO2 in a year. 

Can you believe it that a North American citizen produces 40 times more CO2

than an African citizen? 

The worldwide average per person is 5 tons of CO2  per year.
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5 tons of CO2 per person per year represents an increase in the average 
temperature by 4 degrees Celsius. If that happens, the Greenland ice will melt, 
and the sea level will rise by about 7 metres.

In order to prevent this, we must significantly reduce the amount of CO2-

production to a maximum of 1.5 tons per person per year. Even though the 
temperature will still rise around 2 degrees Celsius, this will allow us to narrowly 
avoid a catastrophe. 

On this slide, you see how many tons each of us must cut. Each American citizen 
must reduce their emissions by 18.5 tons, each European citizen by 8.5 tons and 
each Chinese citizen by 4.5 tons. Since an African citizen produces only a half 
ton of CO2, he or she doesn’t have to reduce  their emissions by anything.
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Methane is a greenhouse gas (CH4). Cows and cattle produce a lot of methane. 
That is why intensive livestock farming also contributes to global warming and the 
climate crisis. 
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But what do human CO2 emissions have to do with the climate crisis and, in 
particular, with the rise in average worldwide temperature?

Have you heard of the greenhouse effect? For those of you who don’t already 
know what it is, the greenhouse effect works as follows....
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In this picture, you see the earth without an atmosphere. The atmosphere is a 
transparent gas cover that surrounds planets. It is the basis for all life on earth. If 
we had no atmosphere, like in this picture, all of the rays of sunshine that come 
down to earth would immediately be reflected back into space. It would then be 
too cold for us to live on earth – the average temperature would be minus 18 
degrees Celsius. 
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But fortunately we do have an atmosphere. It is a very thin layer around the earth.

Rays of sunshine come down to earth through the atmosphere. Some rays are 
reflected off the face of the earth and back up into space, but not all. A few heat 
rays get caught in the atmosphere, which is good, because without these, we 
could not live on the earth. 

But how does warming actually happen? (rhetorical question or directly to the 
audience) 

The reason for this is the greenhouse effect. Greenhouse gases, which include 
methane and CO2, are involved in the greenhouse effect. Both are invisible and 
are everywhere.
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The greenhouse gases cause the atmosphere to get thicker. The thicker the atmosphere 
is, the less solar heat or radiation can escape back into space, thereby causing the 
temperature to rise. 

You can also compare this to wearing a thicker layer of clothing. What happens if you are 
in a room that is already at a comfortable temperature and you put on an extra sweater, 
a thick jacket, a wooly hat, scarf and gloves? After a while you begin to sweat. You are 
simply too warmly dressed ‐ the layer of clothes is too thick and your body heat cannot 
escape. 

An increased level of CO2 results in an ever thicker atmosphere. This allows less heat 
radiation from escaping back into space and the earth heats up. We call this the “climate 
crisis”.
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Due to the high production levels of greenhouse gases by humans, the average 
worldwide temperature has increased by approx. 1 degree celsius over the last 
one hundred years. That doesn‘t sound like a lot, but the impact of global 
warming can already be seen, for example, by looking at the melting of the Alpine 
glaciers. 

Here you can see 3 photos of the same Alpine glacier. The photos were taken in 
different years. Within only 60 years, the glacier has disappeared completely. 
Only a lake remains. 
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Now we will look at the northern part of our earth more closely. Here you can see 
the Arctic sea ice and Greenland ice. They are right next to each other. 

Do you know the difference between the Arctic sea ice and Greenland ice? 
(rhetorical question or directly to the audience) 

The Arctic sea ice floats in the water. If it melts, the sea level will not rise. It is like 
a glass of orange juice with ice cubes. The glass of orange juice does not 
overflow when the ice melts. 

The Greenland ice, however, lies on land. If it melts, the resulting water will run 
into the ocean and the sea level will rise.

Do you also know the second difference? (rhetorical question or directly to the 
audience)

The Arctic sea ice is just 2 meters thick, whereas the Greenland ice is 2 
kilometers thick. Therefore we can imagine the enormous effect it would have on 
the sea level if the 2 kilometer thick Greenland ice melts – the sea level could rise 
up to 7 meters. Almost every second person, or 40% of the world‘s population, 
would lose their homes!

And this will happen if the average temperature increases by just 4 degrees 
Celsius! 
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Here you see an example of global warming. 

The picture shows the Arctic sea ice and the Greenland ice at the North Pole as it 
looked in 1980. 

SOURCE: NASA Goddard - minimum Arctic sea ice extent from September 
1980 (http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a003400/a003464/index.html)
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And this is what the Arctic sea ice looked like in 2007, barely 30 years later. 
Almost half of the Arctic ice has melted. The Greenland ice is still there. 

SOURCE: NASA Goddard - minimum Arctic sea ice extent from September 
2007 (http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a003400/a003464/index.html)
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The melting of the artic ice may not lead to a rise in sea level, but that doesn‘t 
mean that other important functions aren‘t lost when it melts.  

Snow and ice reflect the sunlight like an enormous mirror: almost all of the sun‘s 
rays are reflected and radiate back into outer space before they can warm the 
earth. This process is called the reflectivity potential .  
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However, if these enormous mirror-like surfaces melt, the “refrigerator of the 
earth“ will disappear. Dark surfaces are less reflective and absorb more solar 
energy than lighter surfaces, such as ice. If the ice melts and the sun shines on 
the water, the water will absorb 90% more heat rays. This heat then stays in the 
earth‘s system. 

Instead of a refrigerator with ice, we would have an enormous oven at the North 
pole. Then the mainland glaciers, primarily the neighboring Greenland ice, will 
melt even faster. This will cause the sea level to rise even faster. 
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If the worldwide average temperature increases by 4 degrees Celsius, the 
Greenland ice will melt and the sea level will rise by about 7 metres. The following 
is a map of Europe. Large coastal regions would become flooded, as shown in 
blue on the map. 

Almost every second person would be affected by the rise in sea level because 
40% of the world‘s population lives near the coast. Cities as well as entire islands 
would disappear. People would lose their homes and would have to find a new 
home in another country! They would be climate refugees. 
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This is what it could look like if climate refugees had to search for a new home.
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How do we actually know how much CO2 was in the atmosphere in the past? 
(question to the audience)

Scientists drill ice core samples to measure the CO2 content. To do this, they take 
core samples out of the ice – just like pulling a cork out of a bottle. 

This is what these ice core samples look like. The ice core samples are read 
similarly to the growth rings in a tree. Every year another layer forms on top of the 
ice, just like a growth ring in a tree. Tiny air bubbles from 100 or even 1000 years 
ago are trapped in the layers of ice. Scientists examine these air bubbles in the 
laboratory and are able to determine what the air was composed of years ago. 
This also allows them to determine how much CO2 was in the air at that time. 

The scientists create charts to better understand these values. 
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This diagram shows the scientists‘ findings. On the horizontal axis, you again see 
a timeline that goes back quite far into our past.

The vertical axis shows temperature fluctuations (black line) and CO2 content 
(blue line) over many years. 

The amount of CO2 in the atmosphere is measured in “parts per million,” 
abbreviated as ppm. The ppm value indicates how many CO2 particles are 
present in one million air particles. The air we breathe is a mixture of different 
gases whose composition can vary. Scientists have discovered that, during the 
last 600,000 years, the amount of CO2 in the air has never been higher than 280 
ppm. Today, however, the levels are more than 385 ppm! 

If we continue to produce on average 5 tons of CO2 per person worldwide, as we 
have until now, scientists predict the concentration of CO2 will rise to 600 ppm in 
the next 40 years. That would be almost twice as high as today. 

A higher ppm value means a higher CO2 concentration in the air. That leads to a 
greater greenhouse effect and increases the global temperature! 

The picture shows that the situation has never been as extreme as it is today.
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You have now learned a lot about the climate crisis. 

But do you actually know what Plant-for-the-Planet is and how it was created? 
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In 2007, Felix was supposed to give a presentation about the climate crisis to his 
class. To prepare, Felix watched Al Gore‘s movie An Inconvenient Truth. While 
doing further research on the internet, he stumbled across the story of Wangari 
Maathai, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate from Kenya (in Africa). She planted 30 
million trees in 30 years, thereby helping many other women in Africa. 

Wangari Maathai is our role model. Unfortunately, she passed away in September 
2011, but we are taking her idea further!
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Felix ended his presentation with the sentence: Let‘s plant a million trees in every 
country of the world. His teacher thought his idea was fantastic and sent him to 
the other classes to give his presentation. His principal then sent him to other 
schools in the area. After that, many students wanted to support Felix and to 
begin planting trees. 

The first tree was planted in front of Felix‘s school in Starnberg, 2 months after 
Felix‘s presentation. Additional planting activities soon followed in other schools, 
and a competition began to see who could plant the most trees – 100, 500 or 
even 1000 trees. 

You can see how many trees Plant-for-the-Planet has planted so far by looking at 
the worldwide tree counts on our website.
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In 2008, Felix was elected to the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Junior Board. He was allowed to give a presentation in front of 800 
children from 100 countries during the International Children and Youth 
Conference in South Korea. Felix talked about the actions in Germany. At the 
end, Felix requested that anyone who wanted to plant 1 million trees in their own 
country come up onto the stage. 

Felix hoped that maybe 3 or 4 children would come onto the stage and make a 
pledge, but nobody moved for the first 10 seconds. Then a girl from India came 
up on the stage, 2 seconds later a boy from South Korea came up, and within 3 
minutes there were 500 children from 58 countries up on the stage pledging to 
plant trees in their own countries. 
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The millionth tree was planted on 4th May 2010, in Petersburg near Bonn. We 
were helped by Norbert Röttgen, the then German minister of the environment, 
as well as 45 other European environment ministers. They were meeting in Bonn 
to prepare jointly for the COP16 Climate Change Conference in Cancun. As of 
2012, we have already planted nearly 3 million trees in Germany. 
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In the last few years, Felix has spoken with many famous and important grown-
ups, who support him. 

Do you recognize anyone in the photos? (Question for the audience) 

In the top right hand corner, you see a photo of Felix with Al Gore. Al Gore ran for 
president in the USA in 2000, but he was not elected. He focused his efforts 
against the worldwide climate crisis, gave presentations and wrote books. One of 
his books is well known and was even made into a movie. It is titled An 
Inconvenient Truth.

In the bottom left hand corner you can see a photo od Felix with Kofi Annan. Kofi 
Annan is the former UN Secretary General (leader of the United Nations). He is 
committed to a better and more peaceful world, for which he received the Nobel 
Peace Prize.
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) also trusts and supports 
Plant-for-the-Planet: on 7th December 2011, the UNEP bestowed upon Plant-for-
the Planet the "Billion Tree Campaign" and thereby put us in charge of the official 
worldwide tree counter. It is now our responsibility to plant the trees that the world 
needs. 
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By 2013, children from more than 100 countries participated in Plant-for-the-
Planet.

Felix is no longer the only one who gives presentations. Many children in 
Germany, Austria, Italy, Mexico and other countries give presentations, plant 
trees and are involved with Plant-for-the-Planet. They, just like you today, were 
trained to be Climate Justice Ambassadors.
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By the summer of 2013, we had more than 21,000 trained ambassadors.

(Note: Please check the number of ambassadors on our homepage: 
http://www.plant-for-the-planet.org/de/academy/ambassador)
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Our academies have taken place on almost every continent. These photos are 
from academies in Africa, South America, Asia and Europe. Academies have also 
been held in North America. 
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We children have also written a book together: Tree by Tree  (in German, “Baum 
für Baum – Jetzt retten wir Kinder die Welt!“). It explains exactly how this all 
started, what Plant-for-the-Planet is, and how an academy is run. The book is 
available not only in German, but also in English, Spanish, Italian, French and 
Portuguese. 
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In 2011, we launched our own chocolate  – “The Change Chocolate“ (“Die Gute 
Schokolade“ in German).

The production of 100g of chocolate creates 300g of CO2. In order to balance this 
CO2 emission, we and the cocoa farmers will plant trees. 
We want the children of the cocoa farmers to be able to go to school instead of 
picking cocoa beans for us. Our chocolate is made exactly like we children would 
make every product: fair and climate neutral. Thus, our chocolate is a true 
“children‘s chocolate.”  

Since September 2013, an organiic version of the “The Change Chocolate”  has 
been available in stores in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. In German this is 
called “Die Gute Bio-Schokolade”

Maybe the chocolate will be available in your country soon.
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In March, 2011, the Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation was established. 

Our Global Board is elected once a year. It is made up of 14 children on the 
Children‘s Board and 14 young people on the Youth Board. It also includes one 
adult, who is absolutely essential for certain tasks such as financial and legal 
matters, for which you need to be of legal age. 

In this photo, you can see our children‘s board for 2013/2014. 
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On this photo, you can see the Youth Board for 2013/2014. 

The children and young people on the Global Board oversee the worldwide 
activities of the student initiatives and determine the direction of the foundation. 
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Our Global Board has set two important goals for 2020. 

Our first goal is to implement our 3-Point Plan. You will learn more about the 3-
Point Plan on the next slide. 

Our second goal is to train 1 million ambassadors for climate justice worldwide by 
2020 and thus build a worldwide network. 
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During worldwide discussions, the children and young people developed a “3-
Point-Plan“ to save our future. 

In this 3-Point-Plan, we explain how we children and young people will save the 
world.

(1) to plant 1,000 billion trees

(2) to leave the fossil fuel  in the ground. 

(3) to fight poverty with climate justice

52



We ask that 1,000 billion trees be planted around the world. The trees will serve 
as an additional natural carbon sink and bind an additional 10 billion tons of CO2

every year. 

How much do you think 10 billion tons of CO2 is? How many times can one fly 
back and forth between Frankfurt and New York before producing 10 billion tons? 
10 times, 100 times, 1,000 times or even more? (question to the audience) 

2.5 billion times! The 10 billion tons of CO2 are something like a “time joker“ that 
provides a buffer to reduce our CO2 emissions.

At first, 1,000 billion trees sounds like an extremely large amount, but really it 
isn’t. In 2009, China alone planted 2.7 billion trees as part of the “UNEP Billion 
Tree Campaign.“ 1,000 billion is also the number of trees that were cut down in 
the last 100 years and never replanted. 1,000 billion trees still sounds like a lot, 
but we can easily reach this number if every person plants 150 trees – of course 
more trees could be planted. 

We children are already starting to plant trees in every country of the world. 
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As a second point, we children ask that the fossil fuels (e.g. natural gas, coal and 
crude oil) aren‘t used for energy because the technology for a CO2-free future 
already exists. Energy can be obtained from wind, sun or water. The world must 
obtain 100% of its energy from renewable sources and without nuclear power 
stations by 2050 at the latest.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Source: German Federal Environmental Agency press release, July 2010 
(http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/uba-info-presse/2010/pd10-
039_energieziel_2050_100_prozent_strom_aus_erneuerbaren_quellen.htm) 
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As a third point, we ask that poverty be fought with climate justice. Climate justice
means that all people in the world have equal CO2 emissions rights. 

In order to limit further warming to 2 degrees Celsius, scientists have calculated
that we can only produce 600 billion more tons of CO2 by 2050. 

But why exactly 2 degrees Celsius? (question to the audience)

We must limit warming to 2 degrees Celsius by 2050 because otherwise the 
Greenland ice will melt and the sea level will rise by about 7 meters. Therefore, 2 
degrees Celsius warming is the limit we must not cross by 2050. 

For us, children there is only one solution: every person in the world is allowed to
produce the same amount of CO2. Now we‘ll do some maths: 600 billion tons
divided by 40 years (calculated from 2010 to 2050) and then by the world
population (approximately 10 billion people by 2050), equally distributed, gives
1.5 tons per person per year. 

Whoever wants to produce more CO2 must buy the rights from others who have
not used up their 1.5 tons. As a result, the overall amount of CO2 emissions will 
not increase; instead, it will be traded.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Source: German Scientific Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) 
(http://www.wbgu.de/fileadmin/templates/dateien/veroeffentlichungen/factsheets/f
s2009-fs3/wbgu_factsheet_3.pdf)
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On this map, the clouds represent the equal distribution of CO2 emissions. Each 
person is allowed to produce only 1.5 tons per year. 
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In reality, the CO2 emissions are distributed unevenly. European- and North 
American citizens produce more CO2 per year than, for instance, African citizens. 
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European citizens could buy unused rights from African citizens. This way, African 
citizens would have more money, and we could balance our excessively-high CO2

emissions with the purchased rights. The overall amount of CO2 emissions would 
not increase; instead, we will have exchanged money for CO2 rights.
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The African citizens, therefore, trade their unused CO2 emissions rights for 
money, so they can invest in food, education, medical care and clean 
technologies. 

Many will say this is not fair, that the rich will buy up everything from the poor. 
However, first, African citizens do not have to sell their rights. Second, the price 
will be determined by the market, and will be quite high once pollution rights are 
limited to 1.5 tons per person per year worldwide. And third, we also currently 
produce far more CO2 without paying anything for it.
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We know that talking alone won‘t solve our problems, which is why we started the 
campaign “Stop talking. Start planting.“

To be heard by adults, we need the support of adults. The more famous the 
person, the easier it is to carry our message around the world. 

Many famous people already support us. They come from many countries around 
the world. 
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Here you can see Felix with supermodel Giselle Bünschen.
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Here you see Prince Albert II of Monaco and apl.de.ap, a singer in the Black Eyed 
Peas.
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…any many more.
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The “Stop Talking. Start Planting“ pictures with famous people are especially 
interesting to the press.

Here you see the prince of Spain, together with Felix, on the cover page of a 
Spanish daily newspaper. We can spread our message via the media through 
these kinds of activities.

The more media attention we get, the more people find out about Plant-for-the-
Planet. 
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…And that is only the beginning…
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You may now be asking yourselves what you can do. Anyone can become 
involved and help! 

66



For example, you could give a presentation or an interview. 

You could take a „Stop Talking. Start Planting“ photo with a famous person.

If you like, you could be a co-moderator at our academies.  



You could make a tree pledge or a tree donation. For example, by making a 
planting bet or by organising a Run for Trees. 



As an ambassador for Plant-for-the-Planet, you take action to save your future. 
By taking political action, you can get the attention of important decision-makers. 
For example, by organising a demonstration.  



You could set up an information booth to advertise our book „Tree by Tree“, or to 
offer a cholcolate tasting.  There are no limits to your creativity! 



Thank you very much for your attention! 

Now it‘s time for discussion and your questions. Is there anything you didn‘t quite 
understand? Is there anything you would like to know more about?
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