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In the southeast of México, near a small town called a Constitución in the state 
of Campeche, 13,700 hectares are being reforested at “Rancho Las Américas”. 
We aim to preserve a quality future for the young generations. 

 

Hi, my Name is Paulina and I am a Climate Justice Ambassador from Cancún, 
Mexico. I have been involved with Plant-for-the-Planet for many years now, 
almost half of my life. I believe that caring for our own future is not only our 
responsibility but really the only way for us to survive the steadily worsening 
global Climate Crisis. Alongside many other like-minded children and youth I 
have been planting trees, giving speeches, dealing with sponsors and visiting 
international conferences for several years now, even attending the United 
Nations Climate Conference in Paris 2015. Today I want to tell you more about 
Campeche and how we plant trees in my beloved Mexico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to “Las Américas” ranch is no easy deal, travelling through Campeche 
and entering the woods is quite an adventure. My friend Alexis and I went on a 
10 hours bus ride from Cancún to Escárcega, Campeche, where Elder, our Tree 
Planting Manager, was waiting to pick us up. Afterwards we drove another 1 
hour to Constitución, from where it was another one and half hours ride into the 
woods to get to the property of Plant-for-the-Planet. You can feel how the air 
changes, smelling the extremely fertile area, you can see a cleaner atmosphere 
and how the surroundings get greener, and insects get bigger as you lose your 
phone signal while entering the woods. 

Once we arrived at the ranch area, we were able to see the tops of hundreds 
upon hundreds of young trees that were planted since the beginning of the 
project – an impressive view! 

 

 



But this beautiful fertile area wasn’t always what it is today. On our way to the 

camp, Elder explained to us that before Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation 

acquired the ranch in 2013, the land got destroyed by previous owners who 

chopped down the trees and subsequently abandoned it. 

Nevertheless, last December 2017 we reached the first million trees planted in 

Campeche, and many more are growing on the ranch today. This would have 

never been possible without the support of donations from Plant-for-the-Planet 

partners and surely not without the wonderful team of workers at the Ranch 

putting their energies and hearts on this project. For them it is so important to 

leave something behind, for their own children and all future generations. 

 

There are 78 workers coordinated by Elder working at “Las Américas”. Plant-for-

the-Planet is managing to create a growing and healthy forest while providing an 

income for local people. We got to listen to some of the workers’ stories, most of 

them come from Tabasco, which is very close to Campeche. They work for 11 

days straight at the Ranch and then go back to their families at home for a long 

weekend to charge batteries for another journey of tree planting.  

During their 11 days of working, they sleep and live inside the ranch, sharing the 

camp with their colleagues. Of course camping in the middle of the woods is 

quite a challenge, but despite the difficult access to the ranch, employees 

manage to make several trips a day to transport water, tools and food for their 

daily needs.  

We got to the camp during breakfast time, and saw the working teams leaving 

just like every morning for their daily planting activities. Elder coordinates all the 

activities and reports their progress. 



Today 78 workers in Constitución are cultivating nine different tree species like 

Mahogany, Pink Poui (Maculis), Red cedar, etc. I was astonished when Elder 

told me that the team is planting up to 7,500 trees per day, and taking good care 

of them, too. The trees are constantly monitored and measured (some of them 

are already taller than the workers) this has made it possible to have a 94% rate 

of survival of the planted trees, four times higher than the average rate in 

Campeche. 

Plant-for-the-Planet is planting trees as an effective and affordable strategy to 

combat the global Climate Crisis. Every year we are constantly increasing our 

greenhouse gas emissions worldwide, the trees that have been planted at the 

ranch are steadily growing and storing great amounts of CO2, reducing its 

impacts in our atmosphere. Every tree sequestrates an average of at least 10 kg 

of CO2 per year. Today “Las Americas Ranch” is cleaning more than 10 million 

kg of CO2 from our atmosphere per year. 

The CO2 storage facility on this land is essential for our survival and also 

created a living space for many species and a supply of renewable resources 

for the local people, like wood or fruit. Wood can capture carbon for many years 

in long-lived wood products, such as furniture or wooden houses. Plant-for-the-

Planet aims to achieve sustainable forestry worldwide, starting in Mexico, which 

means planting more trees than the ones collected.  

The results of the effort that the foundation has put in Rancho “Las Americas” 

shows that such a large and successful afforestation project can happen. The 

magic happening in “Rancho Las Americas” is possible thanks to the support 

given by the companies, philanthropists, celebrities, or governments that 

become partners of Plant-for-the-Planet and commit with real concrete actions 

to preserve the future of the young generations, and by doing these brave 

contributions and working together we are building the path that will lead us to a 

sustainable future. 

 


